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Portland Children’s Levy invests $33 million in cit y’s children 
 
 
The Portland Children’s Levy will invest $33 million over the next three years in 

57 programs benefitting Portland children. 
 
These investments, recently approved by the Levy’s Allocation Committee, span 

a three-year period from July 2014 through June 2017. The funds will reach thousands 
of city children and families to provide: 

 
• A smoother route to kindergarten through early childhood programs. 
• Safe and high-quality after-school and mentoring programs.  
• Strong community connections and transition assistance for children in 

foster care.  
• Programs to help children overcome the trauma of abuse and neglect, and 

parenting classes and respite care for families struggling with violence. 
• A new area of hunger relief that will translate into healthy and nutritious 

meals available to children and families through the Oregon Food Bank 
and Meals on Wheels.  
 

(The complete breakdown of grants, including organization, program name and 
investment amount, can be found on the PCL website at this link: 
http://www.portlandchildrenslevy.org/sites/default/files/Grant%20Awards%202014.pdf) 

 
“We’re pleased that these investments will continue to make sustained, 

meaningful and positive changes in the lives of Portland’s children,” said City 
Commissioner and Allocation Committee Chair Dan Saltzman. “City voters deserve a 
round of thanks for supporting the Levy and its efforts to help our neediest residents.” 

 
Saltzman noted he was concerned about the dire childhood hunger problem in 

Portland, with more than 12,000 children in the city relying on emergency food boxes 
each month for their basic sustenance. The Food Bank proposal will increase the 
quantity of food for hungry children and families and make it easier to access the food at 
schools they attend now, and during summer and out of school time. The Meals on 
Wheels program will harness the power of the organization’s vast volunteer network and 
its existing professional kitchen capacity to ensure that children have a balanced, hot 
and healthy meal delivered to their door.  

 
“Hunger has a devastating effect on a child’s health and well-being. These two 

organizations, backed with additional resources from the Portland Children’s Levy, will 
go a long way to getting food to the families who need it.” 

 



The Levy funds programs in early childhood, after school, mentoring, child abuse 
prevention/intervention, foster care and hunger relief. 

 
With this new round of investments, more than $100 million of funding has gone 

toward making a positive impact on children throughout the city since the Levy’s 
creation by Portland voters in 2002, and renewal in 2008 and 2013. Annual audits, 
citizen oversight and a 5-percent cap on administrative expenses means 95 cents of 
every dollar goes to proven programs making a difference for Portland youth. 

 
The Levy has accomplished this through building strong partnerships with social 

service organizations, forging important relationships with foundations, schools and 
other key stakeholders and believing that all children should have the opportunity to 
succeed. 

 
More information can be found at the PCL website at 

www.portlandchildrenslevy.org  or by emailing Mary Gay Broderick at 
marygay.broderick@portlandoregon.gov or at 503-823-2947. 
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